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International relations (P-2) 
(Political science) (REG-1) 
1. Foreign Policy 

 It has been never a formal document by 
any government. 

 It is the actions taken by a country over a 
period of time in terms of their policies. 

 Prime minister is the major agent to decide 
foreign policy in India. 

Note-Ministry of Overseas Affairs (MOIA) has 
been merged with Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) recently (PT). 

Basic tenants of Indian foreign Policy 

1. Panchsheel and NAM initiated by 
J.L.Nehru. (PT pointer: This year’s NAM 
summit took place at Margarita Island 
(Venezuela in the Caribbean Sea.)  

2. Guided by the theme: “National interest is 
more important than the economic 
interest”.  

3. It is revolving around two doctrines: 
Nuclear doctrine and naval doctrine. 

India’s naval doctrine: 

India has recently highlighted that its interest on 
Indian Ocean is more important than any other. 
India gives priority to be Blue water navy in the 
Indian Ocean (Africa, Asia, South East Asia, 
Australia) and to protect the interests of 21 littoral 
states in the Indian Ocean. 

India’s naval doctrine is comprised of : 

1. Development of ships:  

• P75I is the project between India and France 
where both are developing Scorpiene / INS 
Kalavari submarines. They are diesel 
submarines and has the stealth capabilities 
(undetected by SONARs) . They are being 
developed at Mazagoan Dockyard of 
Mumbai. 

• Kochi shipyard is building aircraft carrier. 
Note: INS Virat has been recently 
decommissioned. It holds the Guinness world 
record for being the oldest surviving warship 
in the world. The ship was built as HMS 
Hercules for the British from which India got 
it. INS Vikramaditya (from Russia) is the 
only active aircraft carrier at present for India.   

• Vishakhapatnam port is involved in 
indigenous nuclear submarine project with the 
help of BARC, DRDO and L&T. 
 

i. INS Arihant has already been commissioned 
into Indian Navy.It has 80 MWt light water 
reactor on the board.It can provide the second 
strike capability to Agni missiles. It is 
coupled with Sagarika missile (K-24) which 
is an advanced version of Prithvi missile. 

ii. INS Aridhaman is the second Arihant-class 
submarine which is under construction. 

iii. Apart from these , India has recently deployed 
INS Visakhapatnam which is highly 
indigenous where 70% of the steel is provided 
by SAIL. 

iv. INS Astadhyayi is the  India’s first torpedo / 
submarine destroyer. 

v. INS Tej, INS Talwar , INS Kolkata and INS 
Trikhand  are the frigates that has been 
bought from Russia. 
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vi. Russia is providing two types both diesel and 

nuclear submarines to India under the Akhula 
class 1 and 2.Ex.INS Sindhugosh and INS 
Sindhurakshak are diesel type and Nerpa class 
/INS Chakra is the nuclear type. 

India’s naval doctrine is guided by 
SAGAR(Security and Growth for All in the 
region). 

India’s nuclear doctrine: 

India’s nuclear doctrine talks about: 

1. No first use. 
2. Nuclear deterrence. 
3. Use only in retaliation. 
4. Never use nuclear missile on non-nuclear 

weapon states. 
India’s foreign Policy: 

India’s foreign policy at present is targeted 
towards: 

1. Look West Policy and Connecting Central 
Asia Policy. 

2. Look South and neighborhood first policy. 
3. Look East and Act East Asia Policy. 
4. Recent Pacific outreach program and East 

Asia Outreach program. 
Note: Blue water navy is the status consisting of 
two capabilities: 

i. Long maneuvering capabilities of 
the submarines without coming to 
the surface for refueling. 

ii. The capability of attacking any 
country of the world within 10 sec. 

At present, only USA has the status of Blue water 
navy. It has naval bases at every part of the world. 

Submarines and aircraft carriers are the strength of 
the US Navy. 

• Indian Ocean: Diego Garcia, Socotra 
Island (Yemen). 

• Pacific Ocean: Okinawa islands (West 
Pacific) , California command in the East 
Pacific. 

• Atlantic Ocean: is the base for NATO. 
Basic terminology of International 
relations: 

1. Geo-politics 

 The concept was initiated after the origin 
of imperialism which is initiated by 
Roman Empire. 

 RATZEL organic state theory                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
says that stronger country can dominate 
the weaker country in Social, Economic 
and Political spheres.(Darwin’s survival of 
the fittest ..) 

 RATZEL is the father of social 
Darwinism. 

 Colonialism and Capitalism is the off-shot 
of Imperialism. 

 In present times, China is practicing neo-
imperialism (Sphere of influence) through 
its  ‘One Belt , One Road’ initiative. 

 After Social Darwinism, new concept 
known as Geo-politics got initiated. The 
word  geo-politics was coined by 
Mackinder and Spykman. 

 Mackinder came with ‘Heartland theory 
‘which says that some geographical 
locations are more strategic than others 
and those who dominates those strategic 
regions can dominate the entire world. 
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 For example, Ural mountains act as wall of 

defense with few passes. Thus East of 
Urals (Central Asia and Russia) is the 
Heartland. Central Asia is surrounded by 
Caspian Sea, Afghanistan, Iran, Russia and 
China which is very strategic. 

2.Geo-Strategy: 

 It is the concept where one country uses 
other country’s geographical benefit 
towards another enemy country through its 
foreign policy. 

 For example, India’s geo-strategy towards 
China through Mangolia, Vietnam and 
Kazakhstan. 

 Geo-politics comes in when there is more 
than one country have interests in the same 
region. NATO and SEATO are the 
beginnings.Geo-strategy results into geo-
politics. 

 Mackinder’s theory was rejected after the 
development of Avionics as mountains and 
others doesn’t act as wall anymore. 

 Then Spykman came  with his Rimland 
which says that there is a rim in the world 
which is very strategic .Those who 
dominates the rim can dominate the entire 
world. 

 Mediterranean sea -Spain-Italy-Rome-
Turkey-Black sea-Swiss canal-Syria-Red 
sea is the rim. The region is of high 
political instability due to geo-politics. 

 Iran-Afghanistan-North East Central Asia-
Pak-India-China-India Ocean is another 
rimland. 

 Afghanistan is the epicenter of the 
Rimland. 

3.Bilateral relations: 

 Short-term relationship. 
 Always between two countries. 
 For specific tasks. 
 Ends whenever the tasks get completed. 

4.Multilateral relations: 

 Between groups discussing the same topic. 
 WTO , Climate change talks are the 

examples. 
5.Strategic Partners: 

 Long term relationship without any type of 
self-interest. 

 Real friends which are only limited. 
 Zero expectations. 
 Support in 5 dimensions: 

1. People-people ties. 
2. Science and technology 

advancement. 
3. Economic development and 

advancement. 
4. Defense and Defense technologies. 
5. Diplomatic assistance. 

6.Natural Partners: 

 With same type of advantages and 
deficiencies. 

 Supporting each other without any 
agreement. 

 India and Israel are natural partners with 
similarities like Semi-arid land, terrorism, 
UN ideology, agricultural practices etc. 

7.Superpower diplomacy: 

 Initiated after World War-I. 
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 Any country which gains dominance in 3 

areas namely Economy , Defense and 
Diplomacy can become the superpower. 

 Till 2008, USA is the superpower.US lost 
its Economic dominance  then due to 
global economic crisis and subprime crisis. 

 After 2008, no country is the superpower. 
PT pointer: 

 Chinese renminbi (RMB) has been 
included in SDR basket of IMF  as fifth 
currency starting October 1, 2016. 

 U.S. dollar, Euro, Chinese yuan, Japanese 
yen, and Pound sterling are the 5 
currencies of the basket now. 

 Soft currency is the currency which is not 
tradable in international market. 

 Hard currency is the currency which is 
tradable in international market. 

8.Soft state and Hard state: 

 India is example of soft state where there 
is democracy , multi-party system and 
interference from various state and non-
state actors in implementing the policies. 

 China is example of hard state where there 
is no democracy and has single party 
system.There is no interference in policy 
implementation. 

9.Disturbed state: 

 Pakistan is the example of disturbed state. 
 Vulnerable to terrorism and neo-

imperialism. 
 It is neither soft sate nor hard state. 

10.Hard power and soft power: 

 USA is example for hard power where 
majority nations of the world accepts its 
command without any resistance. 

 India is example for soft power where only 
few countries are accepting its command. 

11.Globalization: 

 Arabs like Al-masudi and Al-beruni 
indirectly initiated globalization. 

 Rictofen discovered coal mines in China 
and made route from China to Europe 
which is the first globalization. 

 China’s Tang dynasty of 15th C has 
developed maritime silk route which is the 
second globalization. 

 Industrial revolution and the resulting 
globalization is the third phase of the 
globalization. 

 Liberalization of 1990s, MNCs and FDI is 
the fourth phase of the globalization. 

Changing world order 

A.Cultural : 

 Occidental and Oriental 
 Initially the world is dominated by the 

Occidental world (modernity, lifestyle 
etc.). 

 At the present Oriental world dominating 
(Spiritual, Virtues, Ethics, Society , 
Sustainability etc.) 

B.Economic: 

 Global North and Global South. 
 After WW-II world bank has differentiated 

the world into Global North and Global 
South. 
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 Till 2008, Global North dominated over 

Global South due to money power. 
 From 2008, emerging countries initiated 

NDB due to their emerging 
economies(Demographic dividend, 
markets, Industries etc.), New 
Contingency Fund and China’s AIIB. 

 PT pointer: NDB was announced during 
Fortaleza Summit , Brazil in 2015. 

C.Political: 

 After WW-II, birth of two ideologies: 
Capitalism and Communism. 

 Germany with the Berlin wall is the 
hotspot then. 

 Capitalist countries are the First world 
countries and the Communist Countries 
are the Second world countries. 

 Third world countries does not follow 
either ideologies with their non-alignment. 

 After 1991, the cold war ended with the 
collapse of USSR. Hence First and third 
world countries continue to dominate the 
present world providing the base for the 
multipolar or multiplex world. 

 19th c is dominated by UK, 20th C-USA, 
21st C-multiplex world where so many 
regional powers are playing together. 

 Example, USA-Pivot towards Asia, China-
OBOR, Japan-Arc of freedom and 
prosperity/Broader Asia policies, India-
Look South, Neighbour first and SAGAR 
policy. 

 Thus the world is shifting from Unipolar-
bipolar-multipolar. 

Look South Policy and Neighbor first 
Policy 

 J.L.Nehru is the architect of India’s 
Foreign Policy guided by Panchsheel 
agreement and 3 things namely :Afro-Asia 
summit(Bandung, Indonesia), NAM and 
Socialism&Secularism. 

 Also the ideological elements :Anti-
racialism, Anti-colonialism and Anti-
capitalism. 

 He emphasized on South Asia and 
believed that India cannot develop without 
South Asia.Every South Asian nation is a 
natural ally of India.He signed the majority 
friendship treaties with neighbouring 
countries rendering financial and political 
assistance. 

 For example, Nepal and Bhutan gets over 
50% budget support from India. 

 Indira Gandhi has a different political 
ideology.She adopted a very harsh policy 
towards south Asia after Indo-China war 
known as Bigbrother or overshadow policy 
in which India dominates all neighbouring 
countries with interference in internal 
issues and foreign policies. 

 I.K.Gujral reversed all this through Gujral 
Doctrine which states that all neighbouring 
countries are the first wall of defense to 
India.He recognized that India’s 
geographical location is the epicenter of 
terrorism and political instability.For 
proper economic development of India, 
there should be proper internal and 
external security which is not possible 
without neighbouring countries.Hence the 
components of his doctrine are: 

• Non-reciprocity 
• Non-interference 
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• No country can provide their land 

to enemy country of others. 
• Mutual solution of disputes without 

UN engagement. 
• More bilateral and diplomatic visits 

between India and all neighbouring 
countries. 

 Gujral doctrine is further strengthened by 
Vajpayee. He coined the word ‘Look 
South Asia Policy”. 

 His major emphasis on Pak and Srilanka in 
three things :Trade, People –people ties 
and transportation. 

 Manmohan Singh continued with Look 
South Policy with emphasis on 
Bangladesh, Srilanka and Maldives.He 
signed Galle declaration(India, Srilanka 
and Maldives) for proper coordination in 
Indian Ocean.  

 Narendra Modi in 2014 announced 
Neighbour First policy where he invited 
every leader of the SAARC to his oath 
taking ceremony. 

 Neighbour First Policy has some innate 
dimensions like: 

 Equal weight to every 
neighbouring country irrespective 
of their size and population in 
every diplomatic discussion of 
India. 

 Revival of SAARC towards one 
currency and one market to 
promote trade in Indian Ocean. 

 Control over terrorism and internal 
security threats. 

 More emphasis on S&T , 
innovation and communication. 
Ex:SAARC sateelite. 

 More emphasis on transport 
networking and connectivity. 

 As only India is having borders with every 
SAARC country and no other country is 
not having border with each other, best 
transportation and communication network 
is the solution. 

 Neighbourhood First Policy also talks 
about non-interference, sovereignty , 
autonomy in the decision making as well 
as trying to solve the political dispute and 
establishment of democracy in the region. 

 

 

India’s Foreign Policy 

INTRODUCTION 

A country’s foreign policy does not emerge from a 
vacuum; it is guided and shaped by that country’s 
history and culture, the political system and various 
other factors. Some of them like geography and the 
natural frontiers remain unchanged, while others like 
domestic and external environment frequently and at 

times unrecognisably change. Elements of continuity 
and change in a country’s foreign policy can be 
explained with reference to the important influence of 
these factors and forces. The influence of these 
determining factors on foreign policies of countries 
need not be uniform across the space and time span; it 
varies from country to country and from situation to 
situation.  
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India’s Foreign Policy under Nehru in 
the Formative Years 

Indians secured their control over nation’s foreign 
policy only after their independence from the  British 
colonial rule in 1947. A newly independent India was 
plunged into the world affairs when  the external 
environment was of the Cold War between the two 
super powers—the United  States (US) and the Soviet 
Union (USSR)—both were on the winning side in the 
the Second  World War. Even before the independence 
in August 1947, an interim government under Nehru’s  
leadership had been put in place in September 1946.   

The first prime minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru 
was in a dilemma. Though western educated, he was 
personally attracted to the Marxist thought. But any 
alignment with the one or the other bloc would 
have meant loss of newly won independence. Loss of 
India’s independence in the decision-making even 
slightly was an unacceptable proposition to him. Thus, 
he opted to keep India away from both the power 
blocs, and follow an independent foreign policy. This 
came to be known as the policy of non-alignment. 

Primarily by non-alignment Nehru meant not getting 
entangled with any military alliances. Soon after the 
end of the Second World War, there were military 
alliances floated by the United States and the Soviet 
Union. The US promoted North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) and the Soviet Union had to 
counter it by Warsaw Pact. While these were the 
competing military alliances at the global level, these 
two super powers also promoted regional alliances to 
attract the newly independent nations in Asia and 
Africa. Second, non-alignment did not mean neutrality 
in world politics. Neutrality has a meaning that is truly 
relevant during the times of war. But non-alignment is 
a positive thought; it meant that India retained the 
independence of decision making on an issue that 
affected her interests. There was no a priori 

commitment to support one or the other nation 
involved in a crisis. 

Thus, in India’s neighbourhood the US promoted 
South East Asia Treaty Organisation (SEATO) and 
Central Treaty Organisation (CENTO) in the 1950s. 
Both these organisations were ostensibly meant to 
fight against communism exported by the Soviet 
Union. But India’s neighbour, Pakistan joined the 
treaty organisations primarily to get military aid from 
the US to fight against India. The membership of 
Pakistan of these treaties brought the Cold War to the 
doors of India aggravating tensions between India and 
Pakistan. The American weapons and support 
generated because of their membership of military 
alliances also complicated the India-US relations. 

Tilt in Non-alignment 

The Soviet Union helped India to get over the efforts 
by the western powers to embarrass India. That is a 
norm in interpersonal affairs; so is that in international 
affairs. The test of this principle came during the SC 
discussion on the Soviet military intervention in 
Hungary in 1956. 
 
Panchsheel, or the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-
existence, were first formally enunciated in the 
Agreement on Trade and Intercourse between the Tibet 
region of China and India signed on April 29, 1954, 
which stated, in its preamble, that the two 
Governments “have resolved to enter into the present 
Agreement based on the following principles: -  

i. Mutual respect for each other’s territorial 
integrity and sovereignty, 

ii.  Mutual non-aggression,  
iii. Mutual non-interference, 
iv.  Equality and mutual benefit, and  
v. Peaceful co-existence.” 

 
FOREIGN POLICY AFTER NEHRU 
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Nehru   died in 1964. Lal Bahadur Shastri succeeded 
him. His tenure was short as he died in Tashkent in   
January 1966 after signing the Tashkent Agreement 
with Ayub Khan, military dictator of Pakistan.   In 
India’s foreign policy, Shastri has to be remembered 
for a major change he brought about in   the shifting of 
emphasis from international events more to the 
immediate neighbourhood of India.   It was Nehru’s 
personality that made him to think in terms of India 
playing a major role in   international affairs. Nehru 
perceived a larger role for India in international affairs, 
rather much   bigger than then resources permitted. He 
played a major role in Bandung (Indonesia) 
Conference   in 1955    
 
In contrast Shastri focussed on India’s immediate 
neighbourhood aimed at improving relations    within 
South Asia. However, his perceived weakness led to 
conflicts and war in 1965 with    Pakistan. First it was 
in the Rann of Kutch where a dispute was created to 
claim Indian territory.    The dispute was referred to 
arbitration by mutual consent. 
     
     Another major crisis faced by Shastri was the India-
Pakistan War of 1965. The modus operandi     of this 
war was also similar to the first war in 1947-48. 
Perceived weakness of India, coupled     with the hope 
of Kashmiris rising in revolt against India, made Ayub 
Khan bold to launch the     War. In this war while 
Pakistan was able to capture some territory in J & K, 
Indians opened a     second front of its choosing by 
moving towards Lahore.      
 
MRS. INDIRA GANDHI’S TENURE 
 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi succeeded Lal Bahadur Shastri as 
the PM. After Pandit Nehru, Indira Gandhi       had the 
longest tenure, as the nation’s PM. Indira Gandhi, after 
the 1970 elections, was able to       consolidate her 

power in the country. By any standard of reckoning, 
the major foreign policy event in her term was the 
Bangladesh war fought with Pakistan in 1971.       
India intervened in the East in a massive way. The 
resulting war ended in the liberation of       East 
Pakistan and the birth of Bangladesh as an independent 
country. The Indian forces were at       their best when 
they accepted the surrender of over 90,000 Pakistani 
troops in the war.       The Soviet Union was the       
main supporter of India in the War often using its veto 
power in the UN Security Council to nullify       the US 
resolutions condemning India and asking her to 
withdraw armed forces from East Pakistan.               
 
Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace and 
Friendship, 1971              
A pro-Soviet tilt had already set in during the Nehru 
period in the practice of non-alignment. The      1970s 
were such that globally non-alignment movement had 
become a force sympathetic to the Soviet Union. Cuba, 
as a member of the non-aligned movement, even 
introduced the idea that      the Soviet Union is a 
‘natural ally’ of the non- aligned nations. This he did at 
the 1979 NAM      Summit held at Havana. The tilt 
became evident in the Indo-Soviet relations during the 
period.            
 
 Nuclear Test of 1974             
The test conducted by Indira Gandhi was to 
demonstrate the Indian nuclear capability though it      
was claimed to be a peaceful nuclear explosion (PNE). 
Her logic ran like this. During the      Bangladesh war 
in 1971 the US had used its nuclear powered enterprise 
to blackmail India to      desist from attacking West 
Pakistan. Earlier, when Henry Kissinger, President 
Nixon’s National      Security Adviser was in India, he 
had informed the Indian policy makers that India 
should not      bank on the US if China intervenes in 
the likely conflict between India and Pakistan. This 
was      contrary to the prevailing Nixon Doctrine 

Aspire IASThe name associated with excellence 

10/70 Old  Rajeneder Nagar N.Delhi          www.aspireias.com          8010068998/9999801394 
©2020 ASPIRE IAS. All rights reserved 



10 

Newspaper Analysis Programe TM  
Additional Note-1 (UPSC PTcumMAINS-2020) 

(IR termonolgy) 
which had promised the US protection if any 
nonnuclear      nation was threatened by a nuclear 
weapons state, in this case China. Thus Gandhi      
desired to make India self reliant in her security.       
 
RAJIV GANDHI AND THE INDIAN PEACE 
KEEPING FORCE IN SRI LANKA     
As Indira Gandhi inherited Afghan crisis from 
previous government, her successor Rajiv Gandhi       
inherited so to say an ethnic crisis in Sri Lanka, which 
began in a big way in 1983. But Mrs.       Gandhi had 
handled the crisis as a disinterested mediator between 
Sri Lanka and the Liberation       Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) who were demanding a separate Tamil 
state in the north-eastern       Sri Lanka.       But under 
Rajiv Gandhi the crisis took a turn for the worse. 
Earlier Rajiv Gandhi had asserted the       Indian 
interest in extending humanitarian aid to the 
beleaguered Tamils in Jaffna in the North as       the Sri 
Lankan government had imposed an economic 
blockade on the area. He had sent the       food grains 
by 20 boats but the Sri Lankans did not permit the 
supply to reach the needy. In June       1987, Indian air 
force dropped the supply for the people. This made it 
clear to the President       Jayawardane that he needed 
to understand the seriousness of the purpose exhibited 
by India.               
 
The Tamils perceived the Indian Peace Keeping Force 
(IPKF) as “Innocent People Killing       Force”. There 
was a demand for the withdrawal of the IPKF from Sri 
Lanka from both sides:       Tamils as well as the new 
president of Sri Lanka, Premadasa. Rajiv Gandhi’s 
successor, V. P.       Singh withdrew the IPKF; India 
not only lost face but also over 1000 Indian soldiers. 
There was       bad blood between all sides to dispute. 
As a result, LTTE plotted and a human bomb 
assassinated       Rajiv Gandhi on 21 May 1991. Later 
the same forces were also responsible for assassinating       
President Premadasa.            

 
NARASIMHA RAO (1991-1996)   
It goes to the credit of Narasimha Rao to survive as the 
Prime Minister of a minority government        and 
carry on with the foreign policy for a complete term of 
five years. He is the first Congress        Party PM 
outside the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty to do so. There 
were major foreign policy problems        faced by Rao 
government.                By any account one major 
problem was of economic readjustment from a mixed 
economy to a        global one. This was not done as a 
conscious policy decision to move economy by 
following        liberalisation, privatisation and 
globalisation (LPG). By the time Rao government 
assumed power,        India had an adverse balance of 
payments under which there was foreign exchange 
worth only        Rs 2000 to Rs. 2400 crores, enough to 
pay for imports of only 7 days.    
 
FOREIGN POLICY DEVELOPMENTS AND 

THE NDA  GOVERNMENT 
Atal Behari Vajpayee became the PM in 1998 
leading a coalition government consisting of 13   
political parties. But the government could not last 
beyond ten months. In the elections held in   October 
1999, the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance was 
elected again to power. This is   the first ever coalition 
government to hold on to power for nearly four years.  
 
 Nuclear Weapons   
 During these ten months, its main foreign policy push 
came in the area of developing nuclear          weapons 
capability and trying to improve relations with 
Pakistan. The BJP has been a great          exponent of 
India going for nuclear weapons. Once it came to 
power, it planned for nuclear          weapons tests so 
that India can declare its status as a nuclear weapons 
state. On 11 May 1998          India surprised the world 
by conducting three nuclear tests. Two more tests were 
conducted on          13 May. Prime Minister Vajpayee 
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declared that India is a nuclear weapons state, and also 
declared          that it would not conduct any more tests 
as all the necessary data had been collected. India,          
Vajpayee said, would maintain only minimum nuclear 
deterrent.                          
 It turned out that India was trying to test nuclear 
weapons in 1982 during Gandhi’s tenure and          
later in 1995 when Narasimha Rao was the PM. But 
each time the preparations were made to          conduct 
the tests, the US intelligence was able to detect the 
Indian plans. Hence, it goes to the          credit of the 
BJP to have planned the nuclear tests and conducting 
them undetected.             
 
Attempts to Improve Relations       
 
  In 1999 the Indian PM set himself to improve the 
relations with Pakistan. The first step he took  was 
with a Bus trip to Lahore to meet Nawaz Sharif, PM 
of Pakistan. During this trip PM  Vajpayee made a 
visit to Minar-e- Pakistan symbolising the Indian 
acceptance of the creation of  Pakistan based on 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s “two nations” theory.      
As a matter of fact there was no such confirmation 
ever needed. Because after initial opposition  to the 
creation of Pakistan, the Hindu Mahasabha has become 
defunct and the Bharatiya Janata  Party, as the main 
ruling party in the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA), never spoke in terms  of undoing the partition.  
After the meeting in Lahore, the Pakistani PM said that 
it would be the year of decision on  Kashmir. The 
Indian External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh had 
said that after fifty years of  independence “the time 
for map-making in the region is over” indicating that 
there is no question  of changing of geography in the 
region.  
 The month of May 1999 saw the Kargil war between 
the two nations. As the two PMs were  discussing the 
future of their bilateral relations, the Pakistani Army 
was preparing for the war. The  war is significant as it 

was the first military conflict between the two nations 
after they acquired  nuclear weapons in May 1998. 
This was an effort by the Pakistani armed forces to 
alter the  status quo on the Line of Control so that 
whenever negotiations take place, the Pakistanis could  
use it as a bargaining chip with India.   
However, Pakistani Army Chief of Staff, General 
Pervez Musharraf in a bloodless coup in October  
1999, deposed PM Nawaz Sharif. This sent into limbo 
all efforts to normalise relations with  Pakistan. India 
reacted to the military takeover in its traditional way. 
India then boycotted the  meeting of the SAARC 
and also saw to it that Pakistan was suspended from 
the Commonwealth  of Nations.  
India made another attempt at peace when Vajpayee 
invited Pervez Musharraf for  talks at Agra in early 
2001. The talks collapsed as General Musharraf was 
adamant on his terms  to discuss the so called core 
issue of Kashmir.   
 
The armed forces of Pakistan have dominated all 
institutions of the government in that country.  The 
cross border terrorism that has been the bane of the 
India-Pakistan relations since 1989 has  been only 
aggravated by the military dictatorship. The Indo-Pak 
relations were further spoilt  when on 13 December 
2001, Pakistani terrorists tried to attack the Indian 
Parliament and eliminate  our top leadership. 
Fortunately our alert security forces engaged the 
terrorists in a forced gun  battle just outside the 
Parliament House, and killed all the five Pakistanis. 
India withdrew its High  Commissioner from 
Islamabad and snapped air, rail and bus links with 
Pakistan. 
  
The Indian  government has perforce moved closer to 
the only surviving Super Power in the world—the US.  
Hence the question of the relevance of the Indian Non-
alignment is now and then raised. Meanwhile,  
Pakistan had once again moved very close to the US 
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by promising full cooperation in the American  fight 
against the Taliban regime and Al Qaeda in 
Afghanistan.  As we have seen, non-alignment was 
the child of a bipolar world in which two poles were  
intensely contesting for supremacy at all levels—
ideological, economic, and political.  
But with  the end of one pole, the relevance of rival 
military alliances and competition to enroll every 
nation  on one side or the other is over. However, 
another facet of non-alignment is the fact that a 
nonaligned country retains its independence of 
decision making unlike a nation aligned with a bloc 
normally toes the line of the leader nation. In this sense 
India still retains her independence of   decision-
making.    
 In another sense, Indian non-alignment tilted towards 
the Soviet Union during the Cold War. But    now that 
Russia itself has moved closer to its former rival, there 
is nothing wrong in India moving    closer to the US. 
Earlier, during the Cold War, it used to be normal 
response of the policy    makers that it is not so much 
that India is leaning towards the Soviet Union but it is 
the other way    round. Similarly, if the US can be of 
help to promote the Indian national interest, there is 
nothing    wrong in India working in close cooperation 
with the US. However, India with other major    
powers like the EU, and Russia is working towards 
bringing about a multipolar world. Meanwhile,    India 
adopted the “Look East” policy and swiftly moved to 
have closer relationship with the    ASEAN countries. 
India also moved closer to the European Union, Japan 
and Australia. By 2003, Sino-Indian relations had 
begun improving in a big way.      
 

Foreign policy of Narendra Modi 
           
Modi's foreign policy is currently focused on 
improving relations with neighbouring countries in 
South Asia,  engaging the extended neighbourhood in 
Southeast Asia and the major global powers. In pursuit 

of this, he has made official visits to Bhutan, Nepal 
and Japan within the first 100 days of his government, 
followed by the United States, Myanmar, Australia, 
and Fiji. 
Modi’s first foreign policy outlook were revealed 
during the run up for the Prime Ministerial candidature 
in his party in 2013 when he in a Network 18 program 
called 'Think India, dialogue forum' had outlined the 
following points.  

• Improving relations with 
immediate neighbours would be his priority as 
peace and tranquillity in South Asia is 
essential for realizing his development agenda. 

• Significantly he pledged to introduce the 
concept of para diplomacy in India where each 
states and cities would have liberty to forge 
special relation with countries or federal states 
or even cities of their interest. 

• Bilateral trade going to dominate the relations 
with most countries except few important 
global powers with which India shares 
a strategic partnership. 

 
Even before he formally took charge of office Modi, 
Prime Minister elect, had made his maiden foreign 
policy statement by inviting all the heads of state/heads 
of government of India's neighbours and doing so he 
had undone his criticism as being a hardliner. 
Modi's swearing-in ceremony featured nearly all 
the SAARC leaders along with Navin 
Ramgoolam of Mauritius who holds an observer status 
at the grouping.  
 

Policy initiative (In Brief) 
 

Act East policy 
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From the very beginning the Modi led govt made it 
ample clear that India would focus more and more on 
improving relations with ASEAN and other East Asian 
countries as per India's Look East Policy which was 
formulated during PM Narasimha Rao's govt in 1992 
for better economic engagement with its eastern 
neighbours but successive government later 
successfully turned it into a tool for forging strategic 
partnership and security cooperation with countries in 
that region in general and Vietnam and Japan in 
particular. In her recent visit to Hanoi, Vietnam 
Sushma Swaraj has stressed on the need for an Act 
East Policy  that she said should replace India's over 
two decade-old Look East Policy emphasizing a more 
proactive role for India in this region 

Indian Ocean outreach 
The Indian Ocean region (IOR), which is long been 
considered as India's nautical backyard, steadily 
turning into a hotspot thanks to growing Chinese 
strategic presence over the region's numerous 
strategically located archipelagos. To counter the 
recent moves made by China on the name of President 
Xi's pet Maritime Silk Road project, India started to 
reach out its maritime neighbours in the IOR with 
proposals of enhanced economic and security 
cooperation. The policy towards IOR started to unfold 
during Sri Lankan president's visit to New Delhi in 
early February 2015. Following that Modi embarks on 
a three nations Yatraa(travel) to Mauritius, Seychelles 
and Sri Lanka,  although Maldives was also initially 
part of this putreach but recent political turmoil in that 
country led to last-minute cancellation of the 
scheduled visit. 

Project Mausam 

On the back of growing Chinese naval activity in the 
Indian ocean region, which India considers its area of 
supremacy, the Modi administration have introduced 

Project Mausam, which is believed to rival the Chinese 
Maritime Silk Road (MSR) initiative. 

Mausam (मौसम) which means weather or season in 

many South and Southeast Asian languages is 
highlighted because of its profound role in cultural 
exchanges in region as in ancient time maritime trade 
used to depend on seasonal monsoon winds. The 
project which is still in the evolving phase, is being 
with the worked on with the Cultural Ministry, will 
focus on the ancient trade and cultural linkages and 
emphasize on future maritime cooperation in the 
Indian ocean region stretching from Southeast Asia to 
East Africa with the central location of India, from 
where the ocean derived its name. 

Neighbourhood first policy  
 

One of the major policy initiatives taken by Modi govt 
is to focus back on its immediate neighbours in South 
Asia. Even before becoming the Prime 
Minister,Narendra Modi hinted that his foreign policy 
will actively focus on improving ties with India's 
immediate neighbours which is being termed 
as neighbourhood first policy in the media and he 
started well by inviting all heads of state/heads of 
government of South Asian countries in his 
inauguration and on the second day on office he held 
bilateral talks with all of them individually which was 
dubbed as a mini SAARC summit by the media. Later 
during a launch event at ISRO he has asked Indian 
scientists to take the endeavour to develop a 
dedicated SAARC satellite to share the fruits of the 
technology like tele-medicine, e-learning etc. with the 
people across South Asia to complement the currently 
operating Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Programme program in the region. 

Modi is a strong believer in SAARC and hopeful of its 
potential in strengthening regional cooperation and 
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developmental activities. SAARC which have so far 
failed to serve its purpose compared to ASEAN and 
other regional groupings, and even the bloc has failed 
to hold summits at regular interval. Now the Indian 
policy makers started focusing again on its role in 
building and nourishing institution like SAARC to 
strengthen regional cooperation 

Analysis  (Positive) 

 

Neighbours First: Modi’s Foreign Policy 
Mantra ( Source - Diplomatist) 

India’s neighbourhood, comprising countries crucially 
strategic for India’s national security, stood grossly 
neglected in foreign policy formulations of the 
previous political dispensation for the last 10 years. In 
the decade, it was internationally being held against 
India that if India could not re-order its own 
neighbourhood in the Indian sub-continent, how could 
she aspire to surge forward as an emerging Asian 
power and a global player? What this implied was that 
Indian foreign policy processes stood atrophied by lack 
of dynamism and proactive approaches to win over 
confidence, and influence its neighbours. 
 
The Pakistan-centric policy formulations of the last 
government, under pressure from the US, led to the 
foreign policy neglect of the rest of the all-important 
Indian sub-continental neighbourhood. It was being 
commonly said that during the last 10 years, India’s 
foreign policy stood outsourced to Washington. 
 
Had India diverted equal effort and time to focus on its 
foreign relations with Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar and Sri Lanka, it would not only have gained 
significant strategic successes, but would also have 
erased the international criticism that India was found 
wanting in spreading its influence in its own 

immediate neighbourhood. 
 
This Indian neglect created a strategic vacuum in 
which China gleefully entered much to India’s 
discomfiture. The situation was further complicated by 
inadequate government responses that permitted Indian 
states like West Bengal and Tamil Nadu to dictate 
foreign policy responses on the plea that ‘political 
coalition compulsions’ fettered India’s foreign policy. 
 
Long Overdue Priority 
 
‘Neighbours First’ was the foreign policy mantra 
propelled by Prime Minister Modi even before he took 
oath as India’s new prime minister. This was a long 
overdue foreign policy priority dictated by the 
previous political dispensation’s gross neglect of 
India’s neighbourhood. 
 
Prime Minister Modi’s political outreach to the 
neighbourhood emerged in the form of an invitation to 
leaders of all SAARC countries to attend his swearing-
in ceremony. This was willingly accepted by all 
leaders, except Pakistan, which took time to accept the 
invite due to compulsions of the Pakistan Army. 
 
With his political outreach, Prime Minister Modi 
facilitated a splendid opportunity for first hand 
interaction with SAARC leaders even before he 
embarked on a proactive foreign policy. Valuable 
political discussions with SAARC leaders fostered 
mutual understanding of both the visiting leaders and 
Prime Minister Modi.  
 
It also helped the Indian Prime Minister to tailor his 
initial foreign policy blueprint for the neighbourhood 
based on his personal perceptions of each SAARC 
leader. Significantly, Prime Minister Modi selected 
Bhutan and Nepal for his first visits as part of his 
‘Neighbours First’ foreign policy initiative. He 
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virtually synchronised the visits of Indian Foreign 
Minister Sushma Swaraj to Bangladesh and Myanmar 
as part of the political outreach to all neighbours. 
 
Strategic Significance  
 
Prime Minister Modi’s priority in selecting Bhutan and 
Nepal as his first ports of call in India’s neighbourhood 
was systematically missed in Indian media analyses. 
Strategic determinants, so far absent in Indian foreign 
policy planning, came into play. 
 
Nepal and Bhutan are strategically crucial for India’s 
national security as they not only share borders with 
India, but also crucially with an overbearing China in 
the north. Nepal and Bhutan, therefore, are ‘strategic 
buffer states’ which impede China’s direct access to 
Indian boundaries along a wide stretch of our 
Himalayan borders. 
 
Nepal was virtually gifted away to China’s influence 
by the unimaginative and flawed policies of the 
previous government. India handed over Nepal to the 
Nepalese Maoists and facilitated their political 
legitimacy, something which they could not win in a 
decade of violent insurgency. Regrettably, no Indian 
prime minister visited Nepal for the last 17 years. 
 
Bhutan, India’s long-standing, steadfast friend, has 
lately been under Chinese pressure, both 
diplomatically and militarily. China has indulged in 
intrusions into Bhutanese territory to enlarge the 
Chumbi Valley salient pointing at India’s Siliguri 
Corridor. 
 
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Bhutan, therefore, 
carried rich symbolism both in terms of strategic 
reassurance and political support appreciative of its 
India friendship. The visit of the Indian prime minister 
was well received by Bhutan at all levels and promises 

to have overcome any minor irritants that may have 
existed. 
 
Prime Minister Modi’s ‘Mission Nepal’ was more 
challenging and called for adroit statesmanship. India 
had to virtually reclaim Nepal to India-friendly 
postures after decades of anti-India hysteria propagated 
by both Nepalese domestic politics and Chinese 
moves. 
 
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to the only Hindu nation 
in the world, including paying obeisance at the historic 
Pashupatinath Temple in Kathmandu, was particularly 
welcomed in Nepal. Modi’s gesture symbolised the 
rich common civilisational heritage of both countries. 
 
 

Imaginative and Visionary Step 
 
Significantly, the ‘Modi Magic’ seemed to have 
worked in making his Nepal visit successful. Even top 
Maoist political leaders were fulsome in praise of 
Prime Minister Modi and his offerings to Nepal. 
Significant was his declaration in Nepal that India 
would never interfere in the country’s domestic 
political dynamics as an overbearing neighbour. 
 
It needs to be noted that Prime Minister Modi took an 
imaginative and visionary step in selecting Bhutan and 
Nepal as the first neighbours to be visited. Besides 
reasons outlined earlier, it was symbolic that even 
India’s small neighbours would henceforth be 
accorded equitable respect in the Modi government’s 
foreign policy. 
 
Like Bhutan and Nepal, Myanmar also is a 
strategically located country with long borders with 
China contiguous to India’s Arunachal Pradesh 
claimed by China as ‘Southern Tibet’. In the 1990s, 
India’s late Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao, 
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despite Western opposition, initiated the first 
significant Indian diplomatic outreach to an 
internationally isolated Myanmar. 
 
The process has somewhat continued thereafter, but 
without the dynamism that should have been imparted. 
Prime Minister Modi’s initiative in sending the foreign 
minister to Myanmar in the opening months of his 
government has injected the necessary dynamism to 
India’s approach to Myanmar. Hopefully, prime 
minister himself would be able to visit this important 
neighbour in the near future. 
 
Bangladesh was accorded a similar priority by the visit 
of Sushma Swaraj. Bangladesh, under the continuing 
present political dispensation of Sheikh Hasina, has 
valued friendly and cordial relations with India. It is a 
pity that the previous Congress government could not 
come up with matching fast-track initiatives. 
 
In a well-timed, friendly gesture in July 2014, India 
gracefully accepted the maritime boundaries award 
given by the Permanent Arbitration Commission of 
United Nations arbitrating on maritime boundaries 
disputes. This was a significant confidence building 
measure extended by the Modi government to 
Bangladesh. It is an assurance that under his 
leadership, the river water sharing agreement would 
also take some positive shape. Interestingly, with this 
generous gesture, India’s international reputation 
soared even as China has obdurately refused to accept 
any arbitration on the South China Sea disputes. 
 
With Prime Minister Modi at the helm, India’s 
atrophied foreign policy formulations and processes 
would acquire imaginative and dynamic contours 
befitting an emerging Asian Power and a global 
player.  

Analysis  (Negative) 

'Neighbourhood-first policy does not 
mean being Dhritarashtra' (Business 
Standard) 

The Narendra Modi government's "neighbourhood 
first" foreign policy means working with neighbours in 
a way so that both sides feel their interests are being 
advanced, but at the same time India cannot have a 
"Dhritarashtra-like policy" of shutting the eyes to 
factors that can irritate ties, said official sources here. 

At a time when the opposition has criticized the 
government over what is perceived as deteriorating ties 
with the neighbourhood, especially Nepal and 
Pakistan, sources said that the neighbourhood first 
policy does not mean that India will "pander" to the 
neighbor or "close its eyes" to happenings running 
contrary to India's interests, beliefs and affinities. 

The neighborhood policy is also not about big 
country and small country but about working with 
neighbours in a way in which they feel their interests 
are being advanced and vice versa. 

Ties cannot be built on India sacrificing its interests or 
having a "Dhritarashtra-like policy of you don't see 
what you don't want to see", the sources pointed out, in 
allusion to the king from the Mahabharata epic who 
was blind to the wrongful acts around him. 

India, the sources added, cannot run other people's 
domestic politics, pointing to the upheaval in Nepal 
which while it is an internal problem of the neighbor, 
also impinges on India. 

With regard to ties with Pakistan too, relations did not 
work out the way it was agreed at the Ufa talks 
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his 
Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif. 

Pakistan's domestic politics and compulsions finally 
led the cancellation of the National Security Advisor 
level talks in August, the source added. 
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While India does not want to "micromanage" the 
internal politics of a neighbor, it cannot remain 
unaffected by or ignore what is happening there either, 
like in the case of the Madhes uprising in Nepal on the 
border, which can spill over into India. 

In seeking to balance ties, whenever there is a sense 
that India has perhaps veered too sharply in one 
direction, then a course correction would be in order, 
the source added. 

Congress MP and former union minister Shashi 
Tharoor, in an article critical of the Modi government's 
Nepal policy, says: 'A combination of arrogance and 
ineptitude is all-too-often visible where subtlety and 
pro-active diplomacy could have delivered the desired 
results. 

"Relations with three of our neighbours - Pakistan, the 
Maldives and now Nepal - are worse than they have 
ever been. If we don't soon embark on a serious course 
correction, the only question will be who we are going 
to alienate next." 

The Modi government, when it came to power in May 
2014, promised to strengthen ties with the neighbours 
which it said had got strained under the previous 
Congress-led government. It embarked on a proactive 
outreach to neighbours, beginning with Modi's invite 
to South Asian neighbours for his swearing-in, and 
visits to most neighbours. 

Conclusion (Source - The Wire)  

Neighbourhood First: Improving 
connectivity, mitigating nationalism 

The approach called ‘Neighbourhood First’ – a phrase 
adopted by the Indian government – is meant to 
indicate four things.  

 The first is New Delhi’s willingness to give 
political and diplomatic priority to its immediate 
neighbours and the Indian Ocean island states.  

 The second is to provide neighbours with support, 
as needed, in the form of resources, equipment, 
and training.  

 The third, and perhaps most important, is greater 
connectivity and integration, so as to improve the 
free flow of goods, people, energy, capital, and 
information.  

 The fourth is to promote a model of India-led 
regionalism with which its neighbours are 
comfortable. 

The newfound diplomatic priority on the region is 
evident in Modi’s visits to all of India’s neighbours – 
barring The Maldives – as well as regular leadership 
meetings in India and on the sidelines of multilateral 
summits. India has also become more forthcoming in 
providing support and in capacity building, whether 
concluding its biggest ever defence sale to Mauritius, 
or in providing humanitarian assistance to Nepal or Sri 
Lanka. With Bangladesh, the completion of the Land 
Boundary Agreement, improvements in energy 
connectivity, and steps taken towards accessing the 
port of Chittagong have all been crucial developments 
that help to set a positive tone for a region long defined 
by cross-border suspicion and animosity. India’s focus 
on connectivity is also gradually extending outward, 
whether to Chabahar in Iran or Kaladan in 
Myanmar. Although India will continue investing in 
the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) as an institutional vehicle, it has also 
expressed a willingness to develop issue-specific 
groupings that are not held hostage to consensus: a 
“SAARC minus X” approach. Two examples of this 
are the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) 
grouping – meant to advance motor vehicle 
movement, water power management, and inter-grid 
connectivity – and the common SAARC Satellite, 
which India has decided to proceed with despite 
Pakistan’s objections. 

These concerted efforts have so far had mixed results. 
Bangladesh and Bhutan have clearly been positive 
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stories for India. Ties with Sri Lanka 
have proved a mixed bag, despite the electoral loss of 
former president Mahinda Rajapaksa, who had testy 
relations with New Delhi. However, President 
Maithripala Sirisena remains well-disposed and 
personally invested in better relations with India. The 
Maldives has proved more difficult. India 
has continuing concerns about the fate of former 
president Mohamed Nasheed, although several defence 
agreements were concluded during the visit to India of 
the incumbent Abdulla Yameen. 

The obvious regional outlier has been Nepal, which 
has been the most vexing foreign policy problem 
facing the Indian government over the past year. 
Despite considerable Indian assistance in the aftermath 
of last year’s devastating earthquake – that 
reportedly included over 1,700 tonnes of relief material 
and medical assistance to thousands – Nepal’s 
constitutional crisis severely set back relations. The 
crisis was not of India’s making – it was primarily the 
product ofdifferences between Nepal’s hill elites and 
the Madhesis – but New Delhi was confronted with a 
tough choice. Either it could have welcomed a flawed 
Nepal constitution, knowing that months – perhaps 
years – of Madhesi agitation would follow, risking 
escalation that could have damaged Indian interests. Or 
it had to take some form of action to urge Kathmandu 
to revisit the more contentious aspects of the 
constitution, risking the immense goodwill that it had 
built up over the previous year. After 
Indian diplomatic entreaties were dismissed, it opted 
for the latter. New Delhi was guilty of responding late 
to fast-moving developments, and despite successfully 
pressuring Kathmandu to amend some aspects of the 
contentious constitution, it has not been able to 
overcome continuing mistrust or resolve the remaining 
constitutional differences. 

With respect to all of its neighbours, including Nepal, 
India has taken concrete steps over the past two years 

to promote goodwill and deepen economic and 
social connectivity. But nationalist sentiments in all 
these countries – often directed against India as the 
region’s predominant power – will continue to present 
a challenge. Anti-Indian sentiments will also, 
paradoxically, drag India further into these countries’ 
domestic politics, suggesting that undulating highs and 
lows in its neighbourhood relationships will now be 
the norm. Furthermore, for all of India’s neighbours, 
China is now prepared to step in to provide financial, 
military, infrastructural, and even political assistance, 
and act as a potential alternative to India. This new 
development is something India will have to carefully 
monitor and appropriately respond to – has in – 
particularly if Indian security interests are seriously 
compromised. As the status quo power in its 
neighbourhood, India will have to constantly play 
defence in its own backyard. 

 

A Year of Smart Diplomacy: Milestones 
2015  (Press Information Bureau ) 

Path-breaking, Proactive, Pragmatic – these 
three P’s encapsulate the diplomatic initiatives and 
outreach of the Government of India led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 2015 

The neighbourhood continued to be the 
primary focus of attention as a historic agreement with 
Bangladesh was completed, and India rushed to assist 
Nepal after a devastating earthquake. The Afghan 
President came calling, while relations with Sri Lanka 
received new impetus.  2015 was a milestone in Indian 
diplomacy in reinvigorating India’s ties with all P5 
powers, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi visiting 
the US, China, France, Britain and Russia, paving the 
way for marked acceleration of multi-faceted relations 
with all these countries. It was also a year in which 
India’s multi-hued engagement with crucial regions of 
the world, including Africa, West Asia, Central Asia 
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and South-East Asia acquired a new vitality and a 
long-term vision, opening new vistas for mutually 
empowering cooperation. The Third India-Africa 
Forum Summit rejuvenated old historical and cultural 
ties between the two growth poles of the world and 
placed the special partnership at the heart of an 
evolving world order. India’s summit with Pacific 
Island states signaled a new thrust in India’s 
diplomacy, which entails taking major powers as well 
as small and significant states together in the pursuit of 
common goals and shared interests. Relationships with 
multilateral groupings such as BRICS, G-20 & 
Commonwealth were strengthened. The last twelve 
months also saw India celebrating and bolstering its 
connections with the 25-million strong Indian diaspora 
spread across hemispheres, through a host of new 
initiatives. 

  
Insofar as foreign policy aims to create the 
environment for domestic growth and prosperity, even 
while it seeks to raise the country’s global stature, the 
list of achievements in 2015 is significant. Beyond the 
photo-ops, visits and agreements, a wide range of 
possibilities has been translated into tangible 
outcomes. On the economic front, the sentiments for 
private investment and inflow of foreign investment 
have turned positive. FDI inflows have also gone up by 
40% in this year alone.  Much of India’s foreign policy 
outreach has been driven by the need to translate 
partnerships into benefits for key domestic initiatives 
such as Make in India, Skill India and Digital India, 
and agreements with key countries have reflected this 
requirement. The Make in India initiative, for instance, 
has received a tremendous response, with some foreign 
countries allocating specific funds towards creation of 
manufacturing hubs in India. The recent agreements 
with Japan, for instance, outline a partnership in a 
large number projects cutting across sectors, including 
the high profile bullet train project between Mumbai 
and Ahmedabad. 

  
The Skill India project has found resonance with 
countries such as Germany, Singapore, South Korea 
and Japan willing to offer their expertise to benefit 
India’s growing workforce. Similar has been the case 
for the Smart Cities initiative and Ganga 
Rejuvenation. In a landmark visit to California, the 
Prime Minister’s pitch for a Digital India that would 
transform access to technology for the majority of the 
population received an enthusiastic response by 
leading technology and social media companies. By 
opening India’s doors to the best of foreign expertise 
and leveraging partnerships for common benefit, 
Indian diplomacy seeks to take the goal of foreign 
policy for domestic transformation for the common 
man further than ever before. 
  
India’s growth story this last year has been noticed 
amongst financial institutions and organizations. The 
country has been recently ranked as the most attractive 
investment destinations by Ernst & Young. In a 
ranking of the top greenfield investment 
destinations in the first half of 2015, India is at 
number one. Foreign Policy magazine of the US has 
also ranked India as number one FDI 
destination.  India has improved its UNCTAD ranking 
of investment attractiveness from 15th to 9th,moved up 
12 ranks in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing 
Business report of 2016, and jumped 16 places on the 
World Economic Forum’s global competitive 
index. Projecting the changes underway in India 
abroad has been a key focus of our diplomacy. 
  
Neighbourhood Diplomacy: Mapping New 
Frontiers 
  
Building upon Prime Minister Modi’s path-breaking 
initiative of inviting all SAARC leaders to his 
swearing-in ceremony last year, India continued to 
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reach out proactively to its immediate neighbours in 
South Asia for a sustained engagement. 
  
Transformational Diplomacy acquired a new 
resonance with the Prime Ministerial visit to 
Bangladesh in June that saw the exchange of 
instruments of ratification of the landmark land 
boundary agreement. It was literally ushering in a new 
dawn for thousands of people living on tiny islands of 
land as India and Bangladesh swapped enclaves, 
bringing to an end their 68-year-old boundary 
dispute. The formal swapping of enclaves has brought 
a new life of hope and dignity for around 51,000 
people living in 162 enclaves across both countries, 
and underlined possibilities of how diplomacy can 
provide a new direction to the lives of ordinary people. 
  
The June 6-7 visit of PM Modi also saw India-
Bangladesh developmental cooperation scaling new 
heights, with India pledging a $2 billion Line of Credit 
for Bangladesh, the largest single LOC for any country 
committed by India. The $2 billion LOC has raised the 
bar for India’s engagement with Bangladesh and is set 
to bring the two neighbours in a web of trade, 
connectivity and shared prosperity. Projecting a 
narrative of interlinked destinies, the two countries 
took a host of steps to enhance connectivity, including 
the launch of two new bus services. The two countries 
are a part of the sub-regional cooperation between 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal to enhance 
connectivity and regional integration. 
  
Similarly, India’s relations with Sri Lanka scaled 
new frontiers with a spate of two-way visits by the 
leaders and foreign ministers of the two countries, 
within months of the newly-elected Sri Lanka 
President Maithripala Sirisena taking charge of the 
island nation. During PM Modi’s visit to Sri Lanka in 
March, India pledged $318 million Line of Credit for 
railway upgradation (New Delhi’s development 

assistance is already about $1.6 billion), unveiled a 
currency swap agreement of US $1.5 billion to help 
stabilise the Sri Lankan rupee and to develop 
Trincomalee as a regional petroleum hub with the 
cooperation of Lanka IOC (Indian Oil Corp’s 
subsidiary in Sri Lanka) and Ceylon Petroleum 
Corporation. Both countries also signed four pacts 
regarding visa exemption for official passport holders, 
youth exchanges, customs agreement (to address trade 
concerns and reduce non-tariff barriers) and the 
construction of the Rabindranath Tagore auditorium at 
the Ruhuna University with India’s aid. 
  
Amid the backdrop of the unfolding transition in 
Afghanistan, India sustained its engaged with 
Afghanistan and promoted a narrative of friendship in 
the strife-torn country. The visit of Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani to India in April 2015 saw India 
reiterating its commitment to the reconstruction of 
Afghanistan. With the economic flowering of 
Afghanistan in mind, the two sides focused on working 
towards a more liberalized business visa regime. 
Afghanistan welcomed India's decision to extend the 
1000 scholarships per year scheme by another 5 years 
as part of capacity building initiatives. India continues 
its assistance to the construction of the India-
Afghanistan Friendship (Salma) Dam in Herat, 
expected to be completed in the first half of the coming 
year.  The Parliament Building in Kabul constructed 
with Indian assistance has already been completed as 
well as on the Doshi and Charikar power stations. 
  
India’s all-weather friendship with Bhutan, which 
was galvanized after PM Modi’s visit to the country 
last year, continued on an upward curve.  The visit of 
Bhutan’s Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay to India in 
January focused on optimizing cooperation in the field 
of hydropower – the centerpiece of economic 
cooperation between the two countries.  The two sides 
expressed satisfaction over the progress of the three 
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ongoing HEPs totaling 2940 MW under the inter-
governmental model. They reiterated their 
commitment to the 10,000 MW initiative and in this 
context, to the early implementation of the four JV-
model projects, totaling 2120 MW. 
  
When Nepal was hit by a massive earthquake on April 
25, India was the first to respond to the calamity and 
thehumanitarian tragedy that followed by launching its 
largest disaster response abroad, Operation Maitri. 
During EAM’s visit to Kathmandu in June, India 
pledged $1 billion grant for the reconstruction of the 
quake-hit Nepal. However, the political situation 
within Nepal offered challenges in the wake of the 
promulgation of a new constitution that did not take 
into account the concerns of all sections of the 
populations. India continues to push for an early 
resolution of the internal crisis by urging dialogue 
amongst all sections of society and a consensus driven 
political solution. 
  
India also engaged with the Maldives leadership 
despite political volatility in the island country. This 
was reflected in the meeting between the foreign 
ministers of India and the Maldives on the sidelines of 
the UN summit in New York in September. External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj followed it up with a 
visit to the island nation from October 10-11 to 
reinvigorate ties. 
  
India has consistently said that it wants better relations 
with Pakistan, but this can be only possible in an 
atmosphere free of terror and violence. Improving 
relations remained a major challenge in the backdrop 
of terror attacks but India made a bold beginning with 
a meeting between PM Modi and Pakistan Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif on the sidelines of the BRICS 
summit in Ufa, Russia. The meeting ended with a 
shared position that India and Pakistan have a 
collective responsibility to ensure peace and promote 

development. The two sides unveiled a five-point 
agenda to address concerns on terrorism and to 
promote people-to-people contact. Despite a number of 
hurdles including on account of terror attacks in the 
aftermath of Ufa, and Pakistan calling off the initial 
round of NSA level talks, a significant breakthrough 
was achieved in December with the NSAs meeting in 
Bangkok, followed by the EAM’s visit to Islamabad 
for the Heart of Asia Conference. On its sidelines, 
EAM called on PM Nawaz Sharif and met with her 
counterpart, Sartaj Aziz following which they issued a 
joint statement condemning terrorism, noting that 
NSAs would continue discussions on all aspects 
related to it and Pakistan would expedite the trial in the 
Mumbai attacks case. Accordingly, both sides agreed 
to initiate a comprehensive bilateral dialogue, the 
modalities of which would be worked out by the 
Foreign Secretaries.     
 
With Myanmar on the cusp of a historic democratic 
transition, India welcomed the elections and the PM 
congratulated Aung San Suu Kyi for her victory in 
Parliament. Bilateral relations remained on the upward 
trajectory with the First India-Myanmar Joint 
Consultative Commission (JCC) Meeting held in New 
Delhi on July 16, 2015, steps to further enhance the 
existing air connectivity, extending a US$ 500 million 
Line of Credit to the Government of Myanmar for 
development priorities, and a commitment to enhance 
the regional and sub-regional cooperation under the 
BCIM-EC and the BIMSTEC framework. India also 
played an instrumental role in providing disaster relief 
support to Myanmar in response to widespread floods 
and landslides caused by Cyclone Komen. 
 
South Asian neighbours are India's highest 
priority, says President  (Pib) 
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The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee 
inaugurated the concluding Conference of a 
programme on ‘Cooperative Development, Peace and 
Security in South and Central Asia’ organized by the 
Centre for Rural and Industrial Development, 
Chandigarh today (September 30, 2015).  
 
Speaking on the occasion, the President said the 
primary goal of India’s external engagement has been 
to seek peace and stability, enabling a supportive 
environment for pursuing our nation’s multifarious 
development needs. This approach of foreign policy 
for economic progress and development is nowhere 
more relevant than in our South Asian neighbourhood 
and the extended neighbourhood, including Central 
Asia. Both South and Central Asia face enormous 
challenges with regard to development as well as 
security. These range from ensuring economic growth 
and stability to dealing with trans-national security 
threats such as the scourge of drug-trafficking and 
terrorism. Our approach to both the regions has been to 
build bridges of friendship and cooperation, establish 
greater physical and people-to-people connectivity and 
foster closer integration for overall progress and well-
being.  
 
The President said South Asian neighbours are 
India’s highest priority in keeping with its 
neighbourhood first policy. Our approach to South 
Asia has always been one of seeking shared prosperity 
and security. Our South Asian neighbours are our most 
indispensable partners. The Government of India has 
articulated a desire to pursue a policy of three Cs – 
greater connectivity, closer cooperation and broader 
contacts to promote closer ties in the region. It has 
conveyed a clear message that India wishes to use its 
size and scale to pull the entire sub-continent along on 
the path to growth and development.  
 
The President said the South Asian landscape and its 

geo-politics present its own set of challenges. Despite 
geographical contiguity, the promise of regional 
integration has eluded us and undermined the goals of 
SAARC, solemnly adopted at Summit level meetings. 
Hence, India must push ahead with sub-regional 
cooperation such as through the BBIN Growth 
Quadrangle and pursue its bilateral ties with like-
minded countries in the region in areas such as Road 
Transport, Energy and Water Resources.  
 
The President said India needs to make full use of the 
opportunities offered by the recent Iranian nuclear deal 
which opens the possibility of establishing 
connectivity with the region through the development 
of Chahbahar Port in Iran. This also opens up the 
possibility of implementing the International North 
South Corridor for a competitive and quick route to 
Eurasia for India. India’s future dependence on 
imported energy, mainly oil and gas, is a stark reality 
that will also require creative and diversifying sources 
of supply. The Central Asian States have considerable 
surplus and the TAPI pipeline project is worth 
pursuing both for sourcing energy supplies and its 
collateral geo-strategic benefits. The Iran-Pakistan-
India (IPI) gas pipeline can also be revived since Iran 
has already built the section of the pipeline in its 
territory. Such energy projects could also prove to be 
game changers for geo-strategic stability.  

 

All the best 
Jai Hind 
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Aspire IAS - NOTIFICATION 

(TARGET-50) 

MAINS-2020 
Dear students we are proudly announced our 
TARGET-50 programme for Session 2019..... 
In this programme we are trying to provide all the 
stuff which has been generally demanded by the 
UPSC and has been the need of every student.... 
Feature of this programme: 
1. Coverage of 1250 marks (including essay) 
2. Full concentration on only 100 serious 
candidates in different slots. 
3. More emphasis on broadening the ideas, 
correlation between the subject, content 
development and thinking with analysis 
4. We worked upon UNDERSTANDING and 
NOT on rote learning, 
5. Exclusive feature of the programme WRITING 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT, ENHANCEMENT 
and MANAGEMENT programme (35 Writing 
skill session) 
6. 800+ mind maps and their analysis 
7. 1000+ contemporary issues and their analysis 
8. IYB with culture exclusive coverage. 
 
We would work hard on those areas in 
which other competitors are weak like... 
Ethics, applied history, eco development 
issues and so on. 
 
We want only those students should apply 
for this batch who are highly SERIOUS for 
2020 examination as it is our BEST batch 
and I want to work with my students to 
produce a WONDERFUL RESULT    
 
Written test 5th to 10th Nov (6 
SUBJECTIVE QUESTIONS)  

 

GS PT exclusive programme 
This programme is ASPIRE most favourite 
programme especially for those students who 
are struggling in PT or want to crack in ONE go….. 
Features of the programme: 

1. Special emphasis on those topics which are 
regularly coming in the examination 

2. Major thrust on Conceptual clarity and concept 
building which we are doing in our NEWSPAPER 
classes 

3. Student friendly pedagogy and training 
4. Less writing more understanding and learning with 

in the class 
5. TEST SERIES regular as well as weekly 
6. Student friendly fees (Programme is available in 

both Module format as well as full course) 
7. 2013 the average score of our students was 95 -100 

marks in GS. 2014 the average score of our 
students was 110-115 marks. Highest one was 145 
marks. 2017 – 118 and in 2018 - 112 

8. We are saying what we are doing and your time is 
our time which is very precious. 
 

ENVIRONMENT and GEO & 
MAPPING 

1. Observational type MAPPING- Human-Physical-
Economic AND Current. 

2. 14 classes M-W-T-S 7.30 am to 11.30 am 
3. Geo classes are based on Conceptual knowledge 

and understanding (22 classes) 
4. Environment classes are based on CURRENT 

perspective and practical Learning. 
5. FEES: Mapping: 3000/- Geo: 9000/- 

Envi: 8500/-  
Combo: 15500/- (inclusive tax) 

6. Surety of 25 questions.  
7. Solution of UPSC 10 years paper in the class 
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Our Major AIM is your SUCCESS SUCCESS SUCCESS
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	'Neighbourhood-first policy does not mean being Dhritarashtra' (Business Standard)
	The Narendra Modi government's "neighbourhood first" foreign policy means working with neighbours in a way so that both sides feel their interests are being advanced, but at the same time India cannot have a "Dhritarashtra-like policy" of shutting the...
	At a time when the opposition has criticized the government over what is perceived as deteriorating ties with the neighbourhood, especially Nepal and Pakistan, sources said that the neighbourhood first policy does not mean that India will "pander" to ...
	The neighborhood policy is also not about big country and small country but about working with neighbours in a way in which they feel their interests are being advanced and vice versa.
	Ties cannot be built on India sacrificing its interests or having a "Dhritarashtra-like policy of you don't see what you don't want to see", the sources pointed out, in allusion to the king from the Mahabharata epic who was blind to the wrongful acts ...
	India, the sources added, cannot run other people's domestic politics, pointing to the upheaval in Nepal which while it is an internal problem of the neighbor, also impinges on India.
	With regard to ties with Pakistan too, relations did not work out the way it was agreed at the Ufa talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif.
	Pakistan's domestic politics and compulsions finally led the cancellation of the National Security Advisor level talks in August, the source added.
	While India does not want to "micromanage" the internal politics of a neighbor, it cannot remain unaffected by or ignore what is happening there either, like in the case of the Madhes uprising in Nepal on the border, which can spill over into India.
	In seeking to balance ties, whenever there is a sense that India has perhaps veered too sharply in one direction, then a course correction would be in order, the source added.
	Congress MP and former union minister Shashi Tharoor, in an article critical of the Modi government's Nepal policy, says: 'A combination of arrogance and ineptitude is all-too-often visible where subtlety and pro-active diplomacy could have delivered ...
	"Relations with three of our neighbours - Pakistan, the Maldives and now Nepal - are worse than they have ever been. If we don't soon embark on a serious course correction, the only question will be who we are going to alienate next."
	The Modi government, when it came to power in May 2014, promised to strengthen ties with the neighbours which it said had got strained under the previous Congress-led government. It embarked on a proactive outreach to neighbours, beginning with Modi's...
	Conclusion (Source - The Wire)

